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In Tamagawa University’'s Tamagawa Art Gallery,
German composer and sound artist Oliver Schneller,
professor of composition at Hannover University of
Music, Drama and Media, exhibited his installation
“Wu Xing” for two days and gave a lecture entitled

“Architectural Space as an Aural Parameter”.

To create a collaborative work that presented a new
interpretation of the original installation, students
were asked to submit images and sounds based on the
theme of “Wu Xing” that would be incorporated into
the exhibition. Students from the Department of
Visual Arts selected a variety of photos, graphics and
images, and worked on the lighting and exhibition
design. Students from the Department of Media Arts
prepared audio files that were incorporated into the

computer system that controlled the installation.

In his program notes for the original audio-visual
installation for loudspeakers and video projection,
Prof. Schneller describes“Wu Xing” as a “computer-
controlled virtual biotope, representing the dynamic
cycle of the five phases in the Chinese system of
elements. For him, the process is“a metaphor for a
perfectly balanced recursive cyclical system”as it is
found within ourselves and in the environment around
us. Although cyclical, the system is designed so that
each cycle is unique in timing and processing of its

audio and visual elements,

For his lecture, Prof. Schneller described how sound
and music can be arranged in an architectural space for
specific purposes, drawing on examples of instrumental
and vocal music, from classical to contemporary works.
He also talked about how in some of his own concert
and installation works the separation and placement of
sound within a particular space can enchance the level
of immersion. In the case of installations, this also

allows for various ways to experience different content.

For Tamagawa students this provided an opportunity
to interact directly with an international artist through
artistic expression and see how their work could be
integrated into a new collaborative context. In addition,
they also had a chance to practice their English
listening and conversation skills in a practical setting,

dealing with subject matter in the arts.
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